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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
For many years eduoators have realized the importance ot regular attendanoe.

Many stud1es have been made

to determine why children do not attend school regularly.
The factors causing or contributing to poor attendance
are so many and so interrelated that the isolation of the
real factors seems to be impossible.

Hence, the solving

or the problem of this type can only be accomplished through
the efforts ot many

people.

Many or the studies that are made concerning atte?Pdanoe dea1 prrmarily with the influence or absence upon
academic success or scholarship,

In this type of study no

attempt is made to determine the affect ot various factors
on attendance.

Educators and the public need to know the

atteot or various factors on attendance.

Only when these

tacts have been determined will it be possible to begin a
solution to the problem of improving these factors, thereby
improving attendance.
Since there is a relationship between scholastic
attainment and regularity of attendance the school should
strive to keep as many scholastics in regular attendance as
far as possible.

The American public school is one ot

the ba~ic social institutions ot our democracy and 1t
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it is to serve fully the purpose tor 1ts existenoe, it
must hold and keep 1n school regularly, as long as pose1- ·
ble, the boys and girls tor wh1Gh the school was established.
Origin and Stateaent ot Problem
This problem grew out of the taot that emphasis
is being put on hiring teaehers aceording to the number
ot daily attendants rather than the nwnber enrolled 1n

It this method ot determining the teaeher-pupil

school.

load is put into operation, it would have a drast1e atteet
upon the number or tea•hers hired 1n Dunbar High School,
Mexia, Texas.

This problem also grew out of the taet that a
large number of the families in Mexia are transient families.

They live in homes that are not eondue1ve to heal-

thy bodies and minds.

They always work on various tarms

and permit their children to enroll in school two or three
month~ late.
The problem involved in this study tinds expression
in a series of questions:
1.

Does the income ot parents have any atfeot upon children attending school in Mexia, TexasT

2.

Does the literary background of the parents
have any affect upon attendance!
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3.

Does the health ot children have any atfeot

upon the1r attendance!

Purpose ot Study

The purpose ot this study is to show the relation
of certain selected factors to attendance 1n Dunbar High

School, Mexia, Texas and to interpret them so that the
average teacher may be able to use the result 1n improving school attendance.

It may also be used as a basis

tor making recommendations based upon attendance.
Scope

or

Study

This study was 11m1ted to the seventh, eighth and
high school students 1n Dunbar High school, Mexia, Texas.
These grades consist ot 204 students.

The writer selected

these grades because he believed that they could give the
desired information better than the lower grades.

Sources ot Data
The data used in this stua, were obtained through

use ot the questionnaire and the teachers• records.

Reter-

enoes explored trom Baylor University and Prairie View
Agricultural and Mechanical College were also useful 1n
this study.
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Methods ot Invest1gat1on
The steps tollowed by the investigator in malting
th1s study are set torth below.
1.

They are:

In order to benefit by the t1nd1ng ot other
investigators interested in problems similar
1n nature, a review ot related studies was
made.

2.

The points ot view ot outstanding eduoat1onal .
writers on attendance were noted and recorded.
Such eduoat1onal literature inoludea textbooks,
periodicals and newspapers.

3.

A questionnaire carefully designed to make inquiry concerning ~he attect ot certain selected
taotors on attendance was carried 1n person
weekly, usually on Saturdays, to the homes ot
the absentees.

4. Teachers bav1ng absent students tilled out the
names, address ot students, number ot times
absent the t1rst six weeks ot school and the
number ot times due to illness.

Last year's

register was available tor the purpose ot answering the number ot times absent last year.
5.

Arter each weekly absentee tilled out the questionnaire in person, under the supervision ot
the investigator, 1t was passed to h1s parents

to correct errors and till out the annual income ot the family.
6.

Atter all of the questionnaires were properly
tilled out by students, the respective response
was tabulated on a master sheet.

7.

A or1t1oal analysis ot the data given by students was made w1th a view to interpret the
atfeot ot aeleoted tactore on attendanoe 1n
Dunbar High School, Mexia, Texas.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW

or

RELATED STUDIES

During the years ot adolescence, the pupil continues to grow in knowledge and understanding ot the
world in which he lives; in ability to think clearly
and to express himself intelligently in speech and writing; in mastery ot sc1ent1t1c tacts and mathematical p~-

ceseea; and 1n hie capao1ty to assume respons1bilities,
to direct his own atta1rs, and to work and live cooperatively with other people.

At the same time, he is intro-

duced to a wide range ot experiences 1n 1ntelleotual,
oooupational and recreational fields, so that he may have
a broad base tor the choice ot the interests which later
he will follow more intensively.

These ideals cannot be

acompl1shed without the regular and punctual attendance
of each child.

Even though states have enacted compulsory

attendance laws to protect children from ignorance, there

are many factors that prevent many children trom attending
school regularly.

General Studies
1

Sidney E. Lanier made a study ot 625 elementary
l

Lanier, B1dney E., A Co5Parativ~tudy ot Factors
Probabl Relatin to Attendance 1n Cat
nia Pari h,
Unplubl1shed Master's Thesis, pp.

2-,.
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and high school pUpils or. grades 7 to 10, inclusive 1n
the five high schools ot Catahonla Parish during the
sohool year 1938-39.

The purpose or the investigat1on

was to determine some or the taotors that are probably
related to attendance.

This study indicated that pupils

having one or both parents with a college education attendel
school more regularly than those with parents less educated.
l

Douglass and Wind round 1n their study that children whose parents had received as much as a high school
training attended more regularly than those who had not.
It also noted that with an enlightened attitude of the
school people and employees w1th the respect to the necessity or regular attendance will help keep pupils 1n school.
Ho11y 21nvestigated the relationship between persistence 1n school and home condition in s1x small c1t1es
or Ill1no1s.

He came to the conclusion: that there 1a a

close relationship between the advantages or a home, 1ts
educational, econom1o, and social condition and the number or years ot schooling which the children or a home
1

Douglass, E., and Wind, x.,•raotors Related to
Withdrawals trom Junior High School 1n M1nneapos1s,•
Elementary School Journal. pp. 375-80.
2

.

Holly, c. E., 1 The Relationship of Persistence 1n
School and Home Condition,• Fourteenth Yearbook ot the
National Soo1ety tor the Study ot FA.ucat1op, pp, 96-100.
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will have the opportunity to receive.

He concluded that

the best measure ot the advantages of home 1s the number
of books that are in the home.

He indicated that the

number ot books 1n ihe home are largely determined by the
literary background of the parents.
l
Edwin D. Martin found in his study at Houston,

Texas that children ot parents who finished the eighth
grade tend to be absent tewer times than children ot
parents who finished lower than the eighth grade.

From

this it may be interred that the better the education

ot the parent, the more regular the attendance ot the
oh1ld will be.
2

McHenry pointed out in his study, •student Elimination Versus School Records,• that the education ot
parents, the scholastic achievement ot the pupils and
the size ot the family had some influence upon their
attendance and dropping out ot school.
3

K1rpatrick in his study of 2886 tam111es shows that
the amount ot education ot the parents makes a ditterence
in their children attendance and the ways ot living of
1

Martin, F.dwin D., •aome Causes ot Non-Attendance
in a Junior High School,' School and Soo1etz_, pp. 110-111.
2

McHenry, R. B., •student El.1m1nat1on Versus School
Records,• Industrial Arts and Vocational F.duoat1op. pp.46-47.
3

11rkpatr1ok, E. L. 'The Life Cycle ot the Farm
Family,• Journal ot F.ducat1ona1 Research, p. 110.
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the ram1ly.

He found that the income or parents who

r1nished high school was almost $560 annually above that
ot tam111es in which both have not completed more than
eight grades.
1

Cubberley stated that the increased regularity
ot attendance or children enrolled 1s or itself an important item, ae studies have shown a close relation between
retardation and dropping from school on one hand, and
irregular attendance on the other hand.

In many oases

poverty of parents lead children to seek work and therefore attend school very little.
2

Bowden in a study made in 1917, round eoonom1o
and home condition to be the most potent cause of poor
attendance elim1nation.
Inglis 3 attributed poor attendance and elim1nation
to some form of economic condition in almost every case.
4

Hill attributed poor attendance and elimination
to seeking gainful employment.

Indifference or parents

was second, and illness was third.
1 cubberley, E. P., Public School Adminstration, p. 386.
2

Bowden R. o., NAn Investigation of some or the Causes
ot Elimination from the High Schools of South Dakota,•
School and Society, p. 448.
3

Inglis, A., Principles of Secondary Education, p. 123.

4 H111, R. v., •cause or Absences 1n the Schools or
Franklin County Arkansas,N Peabody Journal of F.ducation, p. 1?9.
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Sullenger1 tound in his study or 436 tam.111es that
eighty- three and nine tenths per cent had reoe1Ted aid
or some kind trom one or more ot the community's relief
agencies.

This shows a very high correlation between

low economic status and absence trom school.

Sullenger

reminds that while there are always in operation several
factors to cause non-attendance at school, they seldom,
it ever, operate singularly.

He lists such tactors as

poverty, lack ot playgrounds, and d1s1ntergration ot the
neighborhood as additional causes of non-attendance.
Zimmerman2 tound in his study that with regard
to income as a factor influencing ways of living is the
consideration or what may be termed •m1nimua• and •maxi-

mum• reqUirements.

The taotors at work 1n tam111es whose

expenditure are low are sure to exert an influence differ-

ence from the same !actors 1n families whose expenditure
are relatively high.

In Croset Village, Virginia, Zimmer-

man divided tam111es into the three classes: poor, intermediate and prosperous.

The constrast 1n proportion of

attenda nce 1n school or the first and third groups is
striking.

In the poorer families a set ot forces is in

operation over which the individual family has only limited
1

Sullenger, Earl T., •Some Boc1al Factors 1n School
Non-Attendance," School and Society. pp. 238-240.
2

Zimmerman, Carle c., 1 Pr1nc1plea of Rural-Urban
Sociology,• Amer1can Journal or Soo1olcst.~· p. 910.
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control.

Their choices are detinitely restricted.
An editorial 1n Hygeia1 states that illness is the

outstanding reason tor absence and that common colds
causes 60 per cent or these.

The editorial urges princi-

pals and teachers to study the problem; in doing so they
will become interested and as a result strive to have
their pupils come to school regularly.

Certainly the

attitude ot the teacher will have much to do with attendance.
The study of excessive absences by Brazelton2wh1ch
was carri ed on at Tucson, Arizona, round 59.3 per cent ot
absences•ere caused trom illness.
3

According to a study by Sears many ot the causes
ot irregular attendance are due to illness, seYere storms

and serious trouble at home.

He stated that these causes

are justified.
4

In a study made by Henderson at Salt Lake City,
Utah, she found that illness was the ch1et cause ot absences, and titty per cent ot the total school absence
was due to colds.

1
Editorial
Iggeia, p. 71.

•Why are Children Absent from School?•

2

Bazelton, c., •Ex.cessive Absences ot High Sohool
Girls.• School ReYiew, pp. 51"55.
3

Sears, Jesse B., Classroom Organization and Control.p. 57
4

Henderson, Louise., •study ot Absences on Account or
SicknAs s Among High School Girls,• School and Society, p. 79?.
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1
In the Waco study, Cunn1ngham. tound that most ot
the absences were due to communicable disease that are
reported to the State Health Department by the local
health author1t1es.

Forty and nine tenth per cent ot

the total cases ot absences were due to reportable disease.
In the second group were illnesses that are noncommunicable diseases yet they are health problems.
2

In the Taxarkana, Arkansas study, Caldwell tou.nd
that most ot the absences were due to illness.

This study

pointed out that ot the 1018 pupils that were enrolled
1n the elementary, secondary schools during the school
year 1941-42, 750 were absent one or more times.

Two

hundred and seventy-six or 36.4 per cent ot these absences
were due to illness.
3

Reavis, Pierce, and Stulllten gave illness, work,
and home conditions as the oaus~ ot irregular attendance.
They found that the personal illness ot pupils and the
illness ot members ot their families accounted tor more
pupil absences than any other cause.
l

.
Cunningham, Margaret L., A Study ot the Causes ot
Absence in Relation to Soc1o-Econom1c, pp. 40-85.
2

Caldwell, Herman A., Some Causes ot Irregular
Attendance 1n the Negro Public s,hools ot Texarkana,
Arkansas, (Unpubl1shedMaster•s heels) p. 39.
3

Reav1e, William C., P1eroe, Paul c., Stullken,
Edward H., The Elementary School Its Organ1zat1on and
Adm1nstrat1on, pp. 108-115.
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Reavis, P1eroe, and Stullken concluded that health

not only influence attendance, but it 1ntluences the general
attitude ot tbe child toward sobool.
These studies indicate that Family Literary Back-

ground, Economic Status, and Health, 1t isolated, greatly
attects attendance.

It is the duty ot the Principal to

study these conditions and strive to remove them.

The

writer feels that the teaching ot vocational education
to adults and to have the services ot a trained nurse
at Dunbar will eventually eradicate some
of absence.

or

the causes
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CHAPTER III
CAUSES OF ABSENCE IN THE DUNBAR SCHOOL
Dunbar High School, Mexia, Texas, trom which the
pupils or this study were chosen 1s located 1n a typical
residential district.

The school building is situated

on a three acre tract and 1s very old.
The school building has 12 classrooms, an auditorium, library and office 1n the main brick structure.
A home economics building and rarm shop are separate
rrom the main building.
The enrollment at Dunbar for the year 1948-49
was 492.

Ot this number 204 are enrolled 1n the high school

and 288 are enrolled in the elementary department.
The analysis or factors in the literary background
or t he family is based upon their response to questions
concerning (1) the education of parents; (2) the number
or books 1n the home; (3) the newspapers received by the
parents; and (4) the concern ot parents over their children missing days out of school.

It is felt by the writer

that i t the above responses are given properly it will indicate the literary background or the parents.
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The Atteot ot Parents Literary Background
The edQoation ot parents has atteoted the educational om>ortun1t1es given their children.

Most studies

have found this to be tr\.le.

TABLE I. PARENTS' EDUCATION AND AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS
FOR PUPILS IN EACH GROUP
Father's
ed\1gat1on

Mother's
education

Number ot
oases

Ho schooling

Ro schooling

4

18,2

Elemeptar,t

Elementary

53

14.4

High School

High School

19

12.9

College

College

6

7.7

No Schooling

Elementary

1

8

No Schooling

High School

High School

College

3

10

Elementary

College

College

Elementary
Elementary

9

10,3

College-

High School

1

Elementary

High School

1.7

Elementary

No

High

School

Averag~ days
absent

7

1.3.9

schooling

Douglass and Wind1 tound in their study that pupils
1

Douglass and Wind., sm,.

ill•, pp. 3-5.

ot parents who had high school or college training attended
school more regularly than those or parents who were not
quite so well educated.
Lanier1 tound that pupils having one or both parents
with a college education attended school more regularly
than those who did not.
Table I shows that children whose

■other

and ra-

ther had no sohool1ng attended school less regularly
than the other groups.

The next group that attended school

less regularl1 wen, the children whose mother and tather
had an elementary education.

Approximately 61 per cent

of the oases were round in this group.

In the case where

the father had no education and the mother had an elementary education only one oaae was recorded and eight
days were reported missed by the individual.

In the cases

where the rather had no schooling and the mother had an
elementary education and the oases where the rather had a
high school education and the mother had a college education the attendance was high.

Thia seea to indicate that

the education of the mother has more influence over the
regular attendance ot the children than does the education
of the rather.
l

Lanier, 2P.• ill,.., pp. 375-380.
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Number or Books and ATerage Absence
The T&riat1on W1 th respect to the number ot books

in the home and the average number or days absence is
slightly s1gn1t1cant.

TABLE II.

COMPARISON OF BOOX:S IN THE HOKE AND

AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT

ATerage days absent

Number ot books

Cases

0

15

1

4

4

14

11 6

5

8

16,3

7

9

10

8

3

13.9

9

1

10

9

12.4

12

7

9.8

15

9

10.6

16

14

11.8

20

18

9 4

22

6

7 1

2&

10

2§

2

4.5

16

4,1

9

3,6

30-50

50-;!00

16.2
1:5

8

7

18

Table II shows that those, vbo did not have any
books in their homes, bad an average absence or 16.2,
while those who had twenty books in the home bad an average absence or 9.4.

It was interesting to note, how-

ever, that those who bad from 20 to 100 books 1n their
homes were absent relatively tew days.

The Upper 50 per

cent ot the cases, shown in Table I I bad from zero to
fifteen books.

The lower titty per cent ot the oases

had from 16 to 100 books.

The highest average days ab-

sent 1n the lover t1tty per cent was 11.8 while the high,.
est average days absent in the upper group 1s 16.2.
l

Lanier included the number ot books in the home
as a probable factor relating to attendance.' Be found
that the number of books in the home had no bearing on
the average days absent.

2

However, Holly concluded that

the best measure ot the advantages ot the home literar1ly
is determined by the number of books round 1n that home.
Books do serve as inspiration 1n the home.
dren otten select their ideal character trom books.

ChilIt

these books are at home where they oan read them at leisure, it 1s likely that the children will be inspired.
1
2

Lanier, im.• W,., p. 33.
Holly, 2£• fil., pp. 96-100.
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TABLE III. NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIBERS AND NON-

SUBSCBIBERS WITH AVERAGE ABSENCE

Newspaper

cases

Average days absent

Yea

73

8.7

Ro

40

16.3

Table III shows that average absence ot those
who were subscribers of the newspaper was greater than

those who were not subscribers.
The newspaper is a current source of information.
The writer believes that newspaper subscribers would be
inspired and stimulated to attend school more regularly
than non-subscribers.

There are many articles of the

various sections of the newspaper that he would like to
know about, perhaps, but cannot read and understand them.
The more the child learns at school, the better he will
be able to interpret or enJoy what he reads.

In Hex1a,

the writer believes that the newspaper subscribers 1nd1cate the literary training ot the parents rather than the
economic status of the family.

Factors in the F.oonom1c Background of Pupils
Research has led us to assume generally that various standards of home lite breed oul.tural background.

20)

It cultural background 1s bred, we are led to believe
that attendance w1ll be 1mproved.
The analysis of factors in the economic level of
the family 1s based upon their responses to questions
concerning (l) possession or non-possession of oerta1n
physical neoesa1t1es; (2) number of rooms in the home;
(3) parental occupation; (4) annual earnings of parents;
(5) size of tam1ly; and (6) days pup1ls m1ssed to help
support the family.
Considered separately, some ot the 1teas about to
be discussed may seem non-essential, but considered as a
whole, they serve well to indicate the standard of living which has a definite bearing on attendance.

TABLE IV. PHYSICAL NECESSITIES IN THE HOME AND AVERAGE
ABSENCE

Heoessit1e1
Running water
Radio, gas and

Cases

Average da;ye absent

56

5.4

16

7,2

B!~2 and ga1
Gss and running
water
Radio and running
water

12

7,8

19

7 '1

Gas and radio

10

8.7

Bad1o

32

12.4:

f!!li!

2

18

Running water

8

12

18

20

None

21

An examination ot Table IV reveals that 56 pupils

or 33 per cent ot the pupils live 1n homes 1n which there
is a radio, rWln1ng water and heated with gas.

The aver-

age days absent tor this group 1a relatively low 1n comparison with the group that has only a radio in the home.
The number ot days absent tor students having no modern
conveniences 1n their home is unusually high.

Most or

the pupils who listed no modern oonveniences live in the
rural areas and are transported by bus to school.

All

or the rural areas in this vicinity have not been improved
so that most tam1lies can have lights.

Many

days the

school bus could not travel the rural roads; therefore,
the days absent by those students were higher than other
students.

These 18 students represent only 9.4 per cent

ot the total number studied.

Although more rural pupils

are transported than the number with no modern convenience indicate, many ot th~ have installed a Butane
System that will supply them with gas in the home.

Pu-

pils who listed one modern convenience represent 25 per
cent ot the total pupils studied.

This 25 per cent av-

eraged 14.l days absent while the group which listed
two or more modern conveniences composes 31 per cent ot
the total pupils studied.
or 7.2 days.

They were absent an average

This table seems to 1ndioate that the more

physical neceseitiea the family has the greater the attendance
is in school.

22
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Burne states that the rise or the standard ot
living, although not shared as equally as many or us
would wish, has non the less artected the american
tamily.

It has expressed itself not merely in the in-

crease 1n real wages, but can also be seen in the pronounced reduction 1n the time people have to work, in the
assurance ot income in the event

or

interruption, and 1n

the attendance or children in schools through out the

We have only to go back to the literature or the

nation.

1890 1 s to realize how incredibl.y different 1s the econo-

mic position or the family today trom what 1t then was.

TABLE V.

COMPARISON OF INCOME AND AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT

Approximate 1noome

•

Cases

Average abenoe

250

2

7,5

500

40

12 4

1000

62

10,2

1500

38

6 5

2000

33

6 3

The pupils were told, on the questionnaire, to
underline one of the following that denotes the approx1l

Burne, Eveline M., 'Journal of Social Case Work,'
Jiesearoh, p. 460.

Journal 'or EdqcatigP9rl
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mate income of their parents: $250, $500, t1000, $1500,
$2000 and over.
Income as a factor in attendance seems to have a
slight affect upon the attendance.

The average number

ot days absent tor pupils whose parents earned $250 per
year was 7.5 days, while the average absence tor the

highest income group was 5.3.

There were incomes higher

than $500 in which the average abences were higher than
that ot those whose parents earned t5oo.

However, there

were two cases ot pupils, whose parents' income were
$1000, who missed 25 and 29 days respectively because
ot sickness and long distances to walk to school.

Cubberley1 tound a low income to be an important
factor artect1ng attendance.

2

Bowden round that economio

conditions and home conditions were important factors in
attendance. Lan1er3 tound that income had a det1nite
atteot upon the number ot days absent.

The average ab-

sences ot pupils whose parents earned $250 per year was
14 days, while the average absence tor the highest income group was 5.5 days.
l Cubberley, 2£• c1t., pp. 384-385.
2 Bowden,

3 Lan1er,

~.

lll,., pp. 448-450.

2:Q..

fil., pp. 26-27.

2l
l

Deffenbaugh and Keesecker said that whether children should be excused because of poverty 1a a question
that legislators enaot1ng compulsory attendance laws must
taoe.

N1ne~een or the states have under certain oond1tiona

provided for exempting indigent children from school attendance, but these exemptions do not as a rule apply where
financial relief, to enable children to attend school,
is publicly or privately granted.

Texas is one of these

states.
There are two essentials upon which everyone who
sincerely desires a dynamic, progressive. democratic state
insist: wages that will permit a standard of lite in which
the worker can contribute his best to the whole and a mode
of 11fe that 1s satisfactory to the community. apart from
t he consideration of wages.
The essential soundness of American ideals 1s indicated in the growth of social leg1alat1on during the
past decade:
Table VI shows that the highest average days absent was 1n the group that had 13 in the family.
highes~ income of this group averaged $2000.

The

Families

that had 3 members constituted 41 per cent of the number
of ca ses.

The highest average days absent of this 41

1

Deffenbaugh and Keeseoker., · eompulaory School Atten
dance Laws and their Adminstrat1op. pp. 19-20.
2

81nnk.hoow1 th, Mary K., The 01ty Worker I e World 1n
America, pp. 43-6?.
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per cent ot the number ot cases studied was 15 and the
lowest average days absent was 2.

The highest average

income of this 41 per oent was $2000 and the lowest was
$500.

Families that had from 7 to 13 members constituted

only 9 per cent ot the oases.
absent

or

The highest average days

this 9 per cent was 18 and lowest average days

absent was 8.

The highest average income ot this 9 per

cent was 12000 and the lowest was $600.

There was one

case represented in the group ot 12 and 13 respectively.
TABLE VI.

COMPARISON OF FAMILY SIZE, AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT,

AND INCOME
Average
income

Average days
absent

Number in
tam11Y

Cases

2

16

3

71

4

33

1260

9,2

5

19

1270

9 7

6

15

1248

9,9

7

8

1140

12.7

8

6

1080

10.2

9

3

1800

12

12
l3

1

2000

16

l

2000

17

I

955

8,5

842,40

9,4

The group of a ramily ot 8 had an average income ot only
$1080 and an average absence ot 10.2 which was a good

daily attendance average in comparison to the income ot
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the smaller families.

It is interesting to note that the

group ot a family of 3 bad an average income ot t842.40
and that the average days absent was 9.4, while the group
ot a family ot 8 had an average income ot only $1080 and
the average days absent was 10.2 These statistical tacts
seem to imply that the income ot the family has an influence on attendance.

It also implies that the larger

the family the more income it reoe1ves but it 1a less
income per person than the smaller families.
1

A study or the working man I s budget by S1nnlthoow1 th,

1nd1oatee that from $1000 to $1200 1s the income that the
city family must seollre 1n order to maintain the American

standard of 11Y1ng.
The untold thousands who tall below this line indicates the magnitude

or

the problem that still waits

tor solutions.

TABLE VII. COMPARISON OF AVERAGE ABSENCE OF PUPILS WHOSE
PARENTS ARE HOME OWNERS AND NON-OWNERS or· HOMES
Home
ownership

Cases

Average days
absent

Yes

94

8 6

No

79

17 2

The children of parents who own their homes were
found to attend 6.1 more days than children of parents

wbo did not own their homes.

One would expect children,

whose parents own their homes, to attend sohool more
regularly than those whose parents do not.

Those who own

their homes do not have to pay rent, they have shown economic progress and are not compelled to keep their children out or school to assist in paying bills.
In Mexia, most ot the citizens own their homes.
They seem to possess a reeling ot security.

They seem

to be more interested in their ram11y and work harder
to keep their children in school than transient tamilies
who are not home owners.

The writer believes that owners

or homes indicate economic progress and that the economio
status ot the tamily has a drastic artect upon the attendance ot the children.

TABLE VII.

COMPARISON OF GRADE AND AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT
Average days
absent

Grade

Cases

7

10

6

8

17

6

9

51

16.2

10

4:4

14 4

ll

2:5

1:5

12

28

9

Table VII shows that the attendance in the seventh
and eighth grades averaged 6 days while the attendance in

the ninth grade a•eraged 16.2 daya per pupil.

This unusu-

ally. high average may be partially due to the tact that
more than 60 per cent ot the freshmen class is 0011posed
ot rural ptip1ls who are transported to school in busses.
Otten during the winter the buases tail to run, thereby
causing a high number ot absentees.

The tenth grade had

an average ot 14.4 days absent which 1e high with ooapar1son to the seventh and eighth grades.
class averaged only 9 days absent.

!he senior

This is probably due

to the tact that seniors of Dunbar are permitted to miss
no more than two weeks or 10 days out or school and remain eligible tor graduation.
The probable causes ot 1noreaaed absence with increasing age are many.

As the child grows his outside

interests increase and the importance or schooling becomes less 1n his mind, in some instances.

Then, when

the child gets old enough to share in various household and agricultural duties, he is sometimes kept out
ot school even though he may have a desire to attend.
Thie is especially true in the lover income group, where
it 1s absolutely necessary tor the larger ones to help
make enough mone1 tor the family to survive.
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TABLE IX. COMPARISON OF THE SEASON OF THE YEAR AND AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT
Cases

Average absence

First Semester

173

9,2

Second Semester

173

2,6

e1eason

Holly1 tound trom hie study or attendance 1n Calcasieu Parish that pupils attend school less 1n the winter than 1n the tall and spring.

This study revealed

that the attendance 1s the opposite in Dunbar High School,
Mexia, Texas •

.It 1s shown 1n Table IX that the average absence
tor the t1rst semester, designated as tall exoeeded the
average absence

or

the second semester, designated as

winter by 6.6 days. This 1e contrary to most studies.
In Mexia, many or the tam111es are transient laborers.
They keep their children out of school until late Ootober
or early November.

After the cotton has been completely

gathered, they send their children to school tor the remainder ot the year.

Theretore,the attendance 18 usually

good throughout the winter with the exception ot the rural
pupils transported to town.

Most or the tamil1es in Mexia

live within the radius or one m1le or the school, theretore t he cold weather has Yery little afteot upon the attendanoe,especially 1n the high school department.

30

TABLE X. REASONS FOR ABSENCE AS GIVEN BY PUPILS AND
AVERAGE NUMBER DAYS ABSENT
absent

Average no.
days absent

Reason

Cases

Illness

90

718

?.97

Working

102

487

4.77

Bad weather

60

304

5.06

Too tar to walk

14

46

3.28

6

21

3,60

17

62

3.66

No reason
Miscellaneous

Days

Most of the pup1ls stated on the1r quest1onna1re
the ch1et cause for their being absent.

The aTerage num-

ber or days absent from the highest to lowest frequency
were s1ckness, bad weather, working, miscellaneous causes,
no reason, and too far to walk.

There vae space given tor

s1x reasons to be listed by each student and space given
to list the number of days missed on account of illness
which was a total of 718 days and an average of 7.97
days per pupil.

This number represent 23.95 per cent of

the total average absences.
304 days absent by 60 pupils.

Bad weather accounted for
Most of the pupils who

listed days absent because of bad weather were students
from the rural areas.

It was no surprise to find such

large numbers missing days to work.

3il.

Table X 1nd1cates that 1llness contributed more
to the cause ot irregular attendance than any other single factor.
l
In a study made by Henderson at Salt Lake City,
it was found that illness was the chief cause ot absence
and titty per cent ot the total absences were due to colds.
Palmer2 showed in his study that the incidence of
communicable d1seas.e s had a marked atfeot upon attendance
rate.

3

A study was made 1n Philadelphia in 1932 and illnes s was found to be the main cause for irregular attenForty-one per cent ot all the absences were due to

dance.

the illness ot t he child and illness in the family.
A

~tudy was made in Tucson, Arizona by Calanthe

Brazelton1 and the result revealed that the absences were
due largely to personal illness.

Illness in this study

ranked first with fifty-nine and three tenths per cent

or

all the absences.
From the tacts given in this chapter, 1t can readi-

ly be noticed that the great problem ot irregular attendance
1n the Dunbar High School, Mexia, Texas centers around
1 Henderson, Lou1 se. , ~.

it ,
2,__.

2

ill•, pp. 68-70.

3

Palmer, Charles W., ~•

pp • 797- 800 •

United States Department ot Interior, Compulsory
School Attendance Laws and Their Adm1nstrat1on, pp. 51-55.
4 Brazelton, Calanthe•,SU?.•2ll•, pp. 51-53.
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the ~am1ly literary background, economic status, and
health.

It the schools are to serve the people complete-

ly tor whom they were eatablished,theae causes must be
reduced to a lower percentage through the cooperation ot
teachers, parents, school ott1c1als, and progressive
organization.
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CHAPTER IV
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF SOME

CAUSES OF IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE

In the preoeding chapter, tacts and figures pertaining to the attect ot selected raotors in Dunbar High
School on attendance, as revealed by the data, were analyzed
and presented.

It is the purpose or this chapter to con-

sider and present data relative to other causes of indicated absences.

A complete picture or presentation ot

the various causes tor absence 1n this school is set
forth in Table XII.

TABLE XII. CAUSES
DAYS ABSEN'l'

Causes

or

ABSENCE, DAYS ABSENT AND AVERAGE

Oases

Days absent

Average days
absent per oup11

70

620

8.85

Contagious disease

4

50

12,60

Special ailments

8

18

2,25

Family illness

8

30

3,75

Common ailments

4,69

Gaintul work

86

Home work
Too tar to
walk

16

83

14

46

3.29

Bad weather

60

304

5,06

Miscellaneous

17

62

3,67

6

21

No reason

-

In Table XII illness has been grouped into tour
types: common ailments, contagious disease, special ailments, and tam1ly illness.

The maJor cause ot irregular

attendance in Dunbar 1s illness.

Ot the 90 oases ot

illness reported, 70 were olass1tied as common ailments.
Common ailments are ailments such as colds, headaches,
sore throat, tooth ache, and chills and tevera.

Common

ailments are responsible tor students being absent 620
or an average absence ot 8.85 days per pupil.

Contagi ous

disease, special ailments and tamily illness were responsible tor 90 days absence in the 20 cases reported or an
average ot 4.50 days per pupil.

or

ed absent, 718 or 43.8 per cent

or the total causes or

the 1638 days report-

absence trom school were on account or illness on the
part ot the school children, and their immediate taa1ly.
l

Thia finding agrees with that ot Cunningham's study at
Waco, where 78.5 per cent ot the total oases of absence
were due to personal illness,
total days lost were due

and 85.6 per cent or the

to personal illness.

Considering the tactor

or

working and its rela-

tionship to irregular attendance, work has been class1t1ed 1nto two headings: ga1nru1 work and home work.
1 Cunningham, Margaret L.,
1t- , p. 7 •
2E.• ~

35

Gainful work 1s working for financial gain and home work
is working for the improvement or the home.

Table XII

shows work accounted for 48? ot the 1638 days missed be-

cause of the pupils being employed 1n gainful work.

Four-

hundred and tour represents 25.21 per oent of the '«>tal
1
absentees reported by students for the year. Sutton
tound work ranked third, causing 10.77 per cent of the
causes or irregular attendance. In a Waco study Cunning2
ham found that work caused 5.9 per cent of the tetal
absence.
After a careful study of Table XII many of the
causes or irregular attendance are round to be socioeconom1c.

3

Moehlman found in h1s study at Detroit that

20 per cent of the absences were due to eo010-economi0

cond1t1ons of the parents.

The Detroit study and Cunning-

ham's study both emphasize the fact that there 1s a pos1t1ve
correlation between economic status and school attendance.

It 1e true that many of the causes of irregular attendance
at Dunbar were due to economic oond1t1ons in the home ot
the children.
l

Sutton, George L., A Study of the Causes ot Irregular Attendanoe 1n Negro Public Schools or Ft, Worth, Texas,
{Unpublished Master's Thesis), Prairie View College, p. 50.
2
3

Cunningham, Margaret L., ~- £!,l., p. 7.
Moehlman, Arthur B., Sohool Adm1nstrat1on, P. 323.
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Fourteen cases or students being too tar to walk
to school were recorded whioh totaled 46 days or an aTerage ot 3.28 days per pupil.

Most ot the pupils in Mexia

live close to the school, therefore, too tar to walk is
not a major problem attect1ng attendance in Mexia.
Bad weather accounted tor
60 students.

304

days absence by

This number represents 18.56 per cent or

the total absence.

Sixty-eight students are transported

to school trom the rural areas in busses.

It the weather

is severe, the busses cannot run, theretore, the pupils
are absent.

Most or the reports ot absence due to bad

weather came trom this group.

Reavis, Pierce and Stull-

ken1in their inTeat1gat1on ot school attendance tound that
work and weather were two main causes or irregular attendance.
Seventeen cases were reported absent due to miscellaneous reasons.

Sixty-two days were absent by pupils.

This number represents 3.79 per cent ot the total absence.
Miscellaneous oases included such reasons as lateness,
discipline, truancy, death 1n tam117 and need tor shoes
and clothing. In a study by Cunninghaa22.3 per cent or
the total cases of absence were due to 1nsutt1oient
clothing.
I

In the Caldwe113 study, the need ot shoes and

Reavis, William

c.,

Pierce, Paul R., and Stull.ken,

Edward H. , 212,. .Q.ll.. , pp. 108-155.
2
Cunningham, Margaret L., sm,• .2J:l_.,
3

Csldwell Herman A.,

2R_.

p. 7.

ill_., p. 30.

clothing caused 8.93 per cent of the total oases of 1rregl
ular attendance. In the Sutton study, the need of shoes
and clothing caused 12.83 per cent ot the cases ot 1rreguJ.ar attendance.

The study by Cunningham included only

elementary pupils while this study includes the high school
department and the seventh and eighth grades.

The Sutton

and the Caldwell study included the elementary as well as
the secondary pupils.

The writer teals that the grade

level of the pupils studied accounted for the low number
of miscellaneous causes ot absence of pupils in Mexia.
From this summary one can readily see the picture

ot the atfect of various factors on attendance in Dunbar
High School, Mexia, Texas.

From the tacts given in this

chapter, it can readily be noticed that the problem or
irregular attendance centers around the family economic
status and health.

Since the schools are established to

serve the people, plane should be worked out for that
specific purpose.

The attendance problem just described

implies that each child should be studied in the light
his own background.

The writer teels that the best · solu-

tion to the problem is the case-study approach.
l

or

Sutton, George L., ~- fil., p. 50.

CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND IMPLICATIONS OF FINDINGS
The education of the parents of Mexia, Texas seems
to 1ntluenoe the attendance ot the pupils.

The highest

average days absent was found in the group in which the
father and mother had no schooli~.

The next highest

average was round in the group in which the mother and
father ~d an elementary education.

The lowest average

days absent ocoured in one case in which the father had

a college education and the mother had a high school
education.
The income of the parents of 40 ot 175 oases included in this study, was approximately f500 per year.
This is almost too low tor one to sl.ll'vive on.

The low-

est days absent was found in the group whose parents
received the highest income.

Theretore, the writer can

say t hat the income of parents has some influence 1n
attendance.
Thie study has pointed out that out ot the 173
cases studied in this school 718 or 43.8 per cent ot the
days missed were due to illness.

Illness led in the

cause tor absences for the pupils

or

Dunbar High Soho.o l.

This leads to the 1mpl1oat1on that a aound,eftective
program of health and physical education would reduce
many of t he absences.

This program would

or

necesei ty

39

require a trained daily nurse at the school and a wellselected physical education instructor.

To carry out

such a program suitable equipment will be needed.
It was found that children missed more days ia
the tall months than in the winter months.

Most studies

have found just the opposite to this finding.
In considering the pupil's grade level and the
average days absent, it 1s quite evident that the chil-

dren in high school mies more days than the children
1n the elementary department.

When children get to high

school they are large and strong enough to help on the
tarms and hold part-time Jobs in town.

Then too, they

are not satistied with unbecoming, 1neutf1c1ent clothing.
They are at the stage where they like to please the opposite sex.

To get these appropiate apparel the pupils

usually stay out and work a tew days.

This is especially

true 1n Mexia during the tall of the year.
Some or the assumed factors as: subscript1on to newspapers, number 1n family and number ot books only had slight
bearing upon attendance.
On the basis of th1e study the writer would like
to make the following recommendations:
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l.

The development of a phys1oal educational
program at sohool should be planned.

2.

A full-time nurse under the superv1e1on of
the school should be provided.

3.

The sohool should have a v1s1t1ng teacher
or counselor as a part of the total pupil
personnel program.

4.

Two or more farm agents and home agents should
be hired to assist the farm fam111es.

5.

Vooat1onal eduoat1on should be provided to
meet the economic needs of the boys and girls.

6.

A program of parental eduoat1on should be
worked out.

7.

A study should be made bi-annually ot the
problem ot attendance .

This will enable the

pr1nc1pal to make frequent recommendations
based upon attendance.
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APPENDIX
1.
2.

Name ----------------~e______
Date ot birth
Grade_ _ _ __

3.

Address,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

4.

rather•s name_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _0ocupat1on,_ _ __

5.

Underline one ot the tollow1ng that denotes the approannual income ot your parents:

$250, 1500, t1000,

6.

$1600, $2000.
Number ot brothers_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~es_ _ _ _ _ _ __

7.

Number ot sisters

a.

Do ,-our parents own their hoae?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

9.

How many rooms are there in ,-our home, _ _ _ _ _ _ __

~es_ _ _ _ _ _ __

10.

Do you have a radio 1n your home?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

11.

What

12.

Do you haTe running water in your home?_ _ _ _ _ _ __

13.

Do you work to help support your tam1lyt_ _ _ _ _ __

14.

Do you miss days out or eohool to work?_ _ _ _ _ _ __

15 .

How many days did you miss school on aceount or no
rubbers or raincoat?_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

16.

Do you suffer from headaches, colds or other illnesses!__,

17.

How many times did you Tis1t the doctor last year?

18.

How many days did you m.1 ss school last year on account

type ot tuel do you use 1n your home,_ _ _ _ __

---

---------------------

or illness?

19.

Name the types ot illness that caused you to miss
school______________________

20.

rather•• eduoat1on

(Underline the oorreot item)

No schooling; Elementary; High school; College.
21.

Mother's education

(Underline the correct item)

No schooling; Elementary; High school; College.

22.

How many days were you absent the t1rst six weeks
ot the current school year? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

23.

How many days have you been absent for the remainder ot the year?________________

24.

Do your parents receive a daily news papert_ __

25.

Approximately how many books (other than textbooks)
are in your home?________________

26.

Do your parents show much concern over your missing

------

a rew days or a week or so rrom schoolt

27.

List some ot the reasons tor your absence trom school

the current year.
1. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _2._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
3. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _4. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
5.

6.

-----------

